
8 | REVOLUTION | revcom.us | November 8, 2009 November 8, 2009 | revcom.us | REVOLUTION | 9 

v 

The Raymond LoTTa CamPUS ToUR: 

CAPITALISM IS A FAILURE

everything you’ve Been Told 
about Communism Is Wrong

Raymond Lotta Campus Tour:
UCLa, Los angeles
Tuesday, November 3, 2009  
7:00 pm
Broad Art Center at UCLA,  
Rm. 2160 E
240 Charles E. Young Dr.
Contact Libros Revolución 
213-488-1303 
librosrevolucion.blog.com 

University of Chicago
Wednesday, November 11, 2009  
7:00 pm
Kent Hall, Room 107
1020 E. 58th Street (On the quad)
Contact Revolution Books 
773-489-0930
revbookschi@yahoo.com

For tour info contact lottaonyourcampus@yahoo.com

Search YouTube for “Raymond Lotta”—Watch: “Everything You’ve Been Told About Communism is Wrong” announcing his campus tour…. And watch, “The Rape of the Congo & Your Cell Phone”

Who is Raymond Lotta?
Raymond Lotta is a revolutionary intellectual. He takes as his 
foundation Bob Avakian’s new synthesis and has written 
extensively on China during and after the Cultural Revolution and 
played a major role in elucidating the actual thinking of Mao and 
the so-called Gang of Four that supported Mao. He also played a 
significant role in working to expose the restoration of capitalism in 
the Soviet Union and China, including through written work and 
mass public debate. He has, through the Setting the Record 
Straight project which he leads, fought to spread the truth—and 
refute the lies—about the experience of the communist revolution in 
the Soviet Union between 1917 and 1956 and China between 1949 
and 1976. Most recently, he co-authored “Alain Badiou’s ‘Politics of 
Emancipation’: A Communism Locked Within the Confines of the 
Bourgeois World” (demarcations-journal.org).

Lotta has also done major work on political economy, including 
America in Decline (Banner Press, 1984) and “Shifts and Faultlines 
in the World Economy and Great Power Rivalry,” a four-part series 
published in this newspaper in July and August 2008. A recent 
speech—“Understanding the Global Economic Crisis: System 
Failure and the Need for Revolution”—can be heard at 
revolutionbooksnyc.org/Lotta4-23-09.mp3

ReVoLUTIon  
IS The SoLUTIon

PANELISTS INCLUDE
Lincoln Cushing: 
Historian and archivist of social and political graphics, co-author, 
Chinese Posters: Art from the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

Bai Di:  
Director of Chinese and Asian Studies, Drew University; co-editor, 
Some of Us: Chinese Women Growing Up During the Mao Era

Dongping Han:  
Professor of History, Warren Wilson College; author, The 
Unknown Cultural Revolution: Life and Change in a Chinese 
Village; farmer and manager of a collective village factory during 
the Cultural Revolution

Raymond Lotta:  
Set the Record Straight Project; Maoist political economist; writer 
for Revolution newspaper; editor, Maoist Economics and the 
Revolutionary Road to Communism

Ann Tompkins:  
Lived and worked in Beijing during the Cultural Revolution; 
co-author, Chinese Posters: Art from the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution

Ban Wang:  
Professor of Chinese Literature and Culture, Stanford University, 
author, Illuminations from the Past: Trauma, Memory, and History 
in Modern China (Cultural Memory in the Present)

Robert Weil:  
Senior Fellow at the Oakland Institute, author, Red Cat, White Cat: 
China and the Contradictions of “Market Socialism”

Sponsored by Revolution Books.  Co-sponsored by Set the 
Record Straight Project* and UC student club Friends of 
Revolution Books     

Full schedule available at revolutionbooks.org.  For more 
information call: 510-848-1196

*   A program of International Humanities Center, a nonprofit organization 
under Section 501(c)(3).

RedISCoVeRInG 
ChIna’S 
CULTURaL  
ReVoLUTIon:

art and 
Politics,
Lived  
experience,
Legacies 
of  
Liberation

a three-day symposium 
november 6-8, 2009 
UC Berkeley
Visit revolutionbooks.org or call 510-848-1196 for 
locations of specific events.

FEW EVENTS IN MODERN HISTORY are more 
deserving of rediscovery than China’s Cultural Revolution 
of 1966-76.  Few have so challenged traditional notions 
of what human society can be.  Few have been as 
distorted and demonized.

Want to know what revolutionary socialism was really 
like?  From people who lived it.... and loved it?
 
Hear from youth who went to the countryside to work 
and learn from the peasants....artists who set out to 
create revolutionary art....women who struggled against 
feudal tradition....people who look back at this period as 
some of the best years of their lives.  And learn from 
scholars whose work brings to life a crucial and vital 
legacy of liberation.

Editor’s note: The first two stops on Raymond Lotta’s tour, 
“Everything You’ve Been Told About Communism Is Wrong—
CAPITALISM IS A FAILURE, REVOLUTION IS THE SOLUTION,” 
were at UC Berkeley on October 8, and at NYU in New York City on 
October 26. Each program was attended by some 200 people, mostly 
college students. The following is compiled from the notes of several 
Revolution correspondents at the NYU event—the names of 
interviewees have been changed to protect their privacy.

Students pick up their tickets with all kinds of expectations. They 
reflect the state of campuses today—where a communist and revolu-
tionary alternative is essentially not a factor in the campus scene, and 
where debate has not yet been cracked open on socialism and com-
munism. And they reflect some beginning cracks in that wall—
intrigue… guarded openness… in some cases urgent interest in hear-
ing an argument that something more radical than the current set of 
“choices” is necessary and possible. Nobody is “typical.” Everyone 
has a perspective, questions of their own. And they will all react to the 

event in different ways.
Two young women in line heard about the event at a class on social-

ist theory at NYU. A young anarchist heard about the event at a pre-
sentation by Slavoj Žižek. The title of the event is a provocation… and 
an attraction. One NYU student says it is “inflammatory,” but “it got 
me here.” A Latin American studies teacher said the email invitation 
seemed “challenging and counter-intuitive.” One student who started 
checking out communism in high school says she “definitely agrees” 
that capitalism is a failure. But, “I’m not so sure,” she says, about 
revolution being the solution, “I’m just interested to see what they 
mean by revolution.” Her biggest question going in? “How they expect 
communism to be different from the times countries have tried it and 
it’s failed… like in Russia.” Although, she poses, “Maybe this is just 
a reflection of what I’ve been told… ‘communism is a good idea, it 
might be different in practice.’” “Honestly,” she confides, “I’m a little 
worried that it’s going to be an extreme, scary communist person,” but 
she’s also expecting a new viewpoint not offered in school.

Everyone at the event is here with their own expectations, and will 
have their own surprises and reactions.

* * *

After Raymond Lotta’s presentation, nearly half of the time for the 
event is devoted to questions and arguments from the audience:

Does communism subsume women’s liberation and racism? Or •	
does it only open the way to solving these questions?
Isn’t greed part of human nature? Greed and war have been part of •	
societies from the beginning of time. Greed has been a mainstay 
of everyone’s culture. And wasn’t greed responsible for the over-
throw of communism?
I’m interested in poverty and the eradication of poverty. Jeffrey •	
Sachs and Fareed Zakaria cite capitalist economic reforms as the 
solution—these are academics who pursue no imperialist agenda. 
Haven’t 100 million people in China moved out of poverty thanks 
to the economic reforms? And how would communism actually 
lift people out of poverty?

Didn’t the Cultural Revolution under Mao kill a million people in •	
Tibet and destroy 6,000 monasteries? And you can give this lec-
ture about communism at a university in the U.S., but what do you 
think would be the result if you gave a talk about democracy in 
Beijing?
I’m a white, heterosexual male born into an affluent household. I •	
also know that the clothes I wear contribute to exploitation, and 
the same with the food I eat. And that it is not acceptable to do 
nothing about all that. Further, when people say that there is no 
value whatsoever in communism, that strikes me as wrong. But 
when you dismiss capitalism out of hand, aren’t you doing the 
same thing?
How would the revolution you are talking about deal with reli-•	
gion?
You say that you want debate—but would people be allowed to not •	
just debate, but to overthrow communism in a revolutionary soci-
ety?

Reporters’ notebook

Continued on page 12 
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